Introduction
locations of levee breaches for use when conducting helicopter surveys south of New Orleans. The Center supported the Louisiana Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness in Baton Rouge by delivering National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration aerial photography, which was obtained 3 days following Katrina.
Following Katrina and Rita, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) coordinated aerial flyovers of the affected areas to gather information for emergency response and damage assessments. Post-Katrina imagery was acquired over a 3-week period beginning in early September 2005, and post-Rita imagery was collected in late September through mid-October. During the flight periods, available Tagged Image File Format (TIFF) imagery was delivered to the NWRC daily from the USGS Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS) Data Center. The 1-ft (0.3-m) natural color photography was converted to Joint Photographic Experts Group (JPEG) file format for easy accessibility and viewing over the Internet. Over 6,000 frames of posthurricane imagery are available on the CWPPRA Web site (http:// www.lacoast.gov) ( fig. 1 ). Aerial photography downloads averaged about 1 gigabyte (1024 3 bytes)/day for several weeks following the storms. The CWPPRA Web site is recognized as a source for data and information relating to coastal Louisiana and includes a special Hurricane Information Center offering links to USGS data as well as Federal and State agency resources for hurricane data and reports. The Breaux Act Newsflash is a subscriber-based email newsletter associated with the CWPPRA Web site. In the months after the hurricanes, the newsflash was used to keep thousands of subscribers apprised of coastal restoration activities and recovery efforts.
The USGS is making an additional imagery data set available that covers the areas affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. This coastwide flight was conducted during October-December 2005 and resulted in 3.28-ft (1-m) color composite infrared digital orthophoto quarter quadrangles (DOQQs). This imagery is being converted to JPEG file format and is available on the CWPPRA Web site (http:// www.lacoast.gov) (fig. 2) . The CWPPRA Web site was crossreferenced with the NWRC Web site (http://www.nwrc.usgs. gov) (fig. 3) throughout the hurricane response.
The NWRC's close working relationships with local, State, and Federal partners were key factors in responding to Katrina and Rita. They allowed NWRC to quickly make data available and participate in immediate response efforts such as search and rescue and mapping of infrastructure. The data will remain available for use in long-term recovery planning and to track ecological response to the storms. The NWRC will continue to be mindful of the secondary uses of data management systems, such as emergency response, when planning data access and delivery systems in the future.
